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Apisa (Dufraneella) grisescens nyasae subspec. nov. (,pl. 5, fig. 29) 

Smaller than the nominate form from the Kivu region; darker; body dark grey 
brown; tegulae slightly lighter, not almost white as in typical specimens; wings 
almost uniform grey brown (in typical specimens the dorsum of forewing and 
the hindwing are white). Length of forewing 10,5 mm. Genitalia not different. 

Male holotype and two male paratypes: Nyasaland, near Mlanje, II—III. 1913 
(S. A. Neave). 

Rhipidarctia (Rhipidarctia) conradti (Oberthiir, 1911) (textfig. 1; pi. 5, fig. 30) 
Metarctia erubescens conradti Oberthiir, 1911, Ann. Soc. ent. Fr.; vol. 79, p. 468, pi. 17, fig. 9. 

Male neallotype: differs from the female (Cameroon) in having the dark areas 
lighter and somewhat washed out, very little contrasting; dark areas russet; light 
areas salmon orange, faintly powdered with russet; costal streak very conspicuous. 
Antennal pectinations short; frons tinged with scarlet; fore coxae, femora and 
tibiae tinged with scarlet, especially on innerside. The two last abdominal rings 
as brightly coloured as the head (in the typical specimen they are as dull as 
the remainder of the abdomen). Length of forewing 10 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus and valvae as in Ph. rubrosujfusa Kiriakoff, 1933. 
Aedoeagus as long as the valva. Fultura inferior rather broad. Crista noticeably 
shorter than valva, very broad, with a blunt extremity. 

Neallotype, male: Cote d’Ivoire, Afrique occidentale (Cremer, 1919), ex coll. 
Oberthur. 


Rhipidarcda (Elsita ?) miniata spec. nov. 

Female: Body orange-yellow, with some red hair on thorax; antennae blackish. 
Abdomen suffused with red, with segmental bases rather broadly black dorsally. 
Wings minium-red; veins black, more broadly on DC and towards the extremities 
of veins 2, 3, 4; extreme apex and a terminal line from apex to vein 4 (to vein 
2 in paratype) light yellow. Underside almost wholly suffused with blackish 
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brown, except below cell, at cell extremity and at base of interspace v; base of 
forewing yellow; anal third of hindwing pale red. Length of forewing 13 mm. 

Holotype and paratype (females), Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft., 
October-November, 1913, wet season. 

Placed in the subgenus El sit a solely on the ground of colouration characters, no 
males being yet known. It differs from all the other species of Rhipidarctia 
( Elsita ), except the somewhat doubtful Rh . c'mctella Kiriakoff, 1953, in having 
no transversal markings, and from the latter by its bright red colouration. 

Takwa gen. nov. 

Externally very different from Rhipidarctia , but male genitalia belong to the 
same type. 

Diagnose: Male. Proboscis absent; palpi short, reaching but slightly beyond 
frons, porrect, first joint about as long as second, third joint a mere knoblet, 
slightly hanging; hair longer on ventral side. Hindtibiae with a single pair very 
short spurs, more like minute spinules. Venation, in forewing, vein 2 slightly 
beyond middle of cell, 3 well separated, 4, 5 short stalked, 6 from a point with 
10, 7, 8, 9, the two latter on a long stalk and terminating into costa, 11 free; in 
hindwing, veins 2, 3, 4 + 5 equidistant, 4 and 5 from a point at angle of cell, 
6, 7 fused. 

Male genitalia: Very near those of Rhipidarctia (Rhipidarctia). Uncus carinated, 
with long pilosity, except at extremity; tegumen very narrow. Valva broad, 
triangular, distal half spinulated, distal margin broadly wavy. Aedoeagus 
noticeably shorter than the valva, rather robust, straight; fultura inferior narrow 
distally; fultura superior with squarish lateral plates; crista distinctly shorter than 
valva, lance-shaped, with a blunt tip and rather dense pilosity. Saccus narrowing 
towards extremity which is broadly rounded. 

Named after the type locality. 

Type of the genus: Takwa xenops spec. nov. 

Takwa xenops spec. nov. (textfig. 2; pi. 5, fig. 31) 

Male: Head burnt siena; frons suffused with hazel; palpi cadmium orange; 
antennae cacao brown. Patagia vinaceous tawny (plate 28 of Ridgway), tinged 
with hazel; thorax same, but more strongly suffused with hazel, except on bases of 
tegulae; pectus and legs cadmium orange. Abdomen vinaceous tawny, suffused 
with cacao brown; anal tuft burnt siena: venter cadmium orange. Forewing 
vinaceous tawny suffused with hazel; base and dorsum to vein 1 blackish sepia. 
Hind wing blackish sepia, base slightly hyaline. Underside of forewing paler. 
Length of forewing 11,5 mm. 

Male genitalia, as above. 

Holotype, male: Takwa, Gold Coast (R. E. James). 

Mecistorhabdia burgessi spec. nov. (textfig. 3; pi. 5, fig. 32) 

Male: Head deep rusty brown; base and last joint of palpi, and basal joint of 
antennae, orange; antennae white, with short pectinations. Patagia and bases of 
tegulae deep rusty brown; remainder of tegulae and thorax brighter, rusty red; 
pectus and legs lighter rusty red; fore femora deep rusty brown. Abdomen rusty 
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red at base, tinged with orange distally. Forewing bright orange red; base suffused 
with carmine red; some pale orange at base of dorsum; a strong blackish suffusion 
in subbasal, median and postmedian areas, less dense in the latter; base of costa 
blackish; a transversal reddish-orange spot between base of vein 2 and vein 1; 
cell of ground colour, with some blackish sprinkling basally, and with a square 
blackish spot near the extremity; a large irregularly shaped patch of ground 
colour just beyond the cell-extremity, formed of four spots, viz., a small, triangul¬ 
ar spot at base of interspace VI, connected with a red costal streak; a large, round¬ 
ed spot at base of interspace V; a small triangular spot, at base of interspace VI; 
and a squarish, near base of interspace III; terminal area sprinkled with blackish; 
veins yellowish, outlined with dark; fringes blackish, with a yellowish median 
line. Underside orange, redder in costal area and behind cell, with a faint dark 
sprinkling placed as on upperside; veins yellowish. Hindwing peach coloured, 
finely sprinkled with carmine-red in anterior half; fringes blackish. Underside 
tinged with orange at base and sprinkled with brown in anterior half, the dark 
sprinkling forming patches on costa, in cell and in interspace V. Length of fore¬ 
wing 17,5 mm. 

Male genitalia: Very near those of AI. haematoessa (Holland). Uncus narrow 
and not lozenge-shaped at extremity; tegumen narrower, without distal broad¬ 
ening. Lower process of costa much shorter than the upper one, and placed more 
distally. Aedoeagus relatively longer; vesica bearing a few minute cornuti. Saccus 
broader, shorter and blunter. 

Holotype, male: S.W. Uganda, Kigezi Dist., Impenetrable Forest, Kanungu, 
4500 ft, May, 1952 (J. A. Burgess). 

This is the eastern representative of At. haematoessa , although I do not believe 
it to be conspecific with the latter. Both the genitalic and the colour differences 
are too considerable. Moreover, the two forms inhabit widely separated areas and 
both have certainly attained the specific stage. 

I am pleased to name this fine new species in honour of its collector, J. A. 
Burgess. 


Hippurarctia taymansi septentrionalis subspec. nov. 

Male: Much lighter than the type of H. t. taymansi (Rothschild) from the 
Kasai district, Belgian Congo; the dark markings, except that at cell-extremity 
and the terminal series, are much reduced; the subterminal dark shade is reduced 
to a faint powdering between costa and vein 5, being almost absent elsewhere; 
veins not nearly as broadly dark. Size smaller: length of forewing 19 mm as 
against 22 mm in the typical specimen. The female from Stanleyville, Belgian 
Congo, described in Kiriakoff, 1953: 32—33, obviously belongs to this northern, 
light race. 

Holotype, male: E. Upper Ituri Valley, 30 miles south of Irumu, 3000—3500 
ft., VII. 1924 (T. A. Barns). 

Metarctia (Metarhodia) kenyae spec. nov. (pi. 5, fig. 34) 

Male: Body sepia-grey; centers of tegulae paler; underside of body and the 
legs lighter. Forewing sepia-grey, of a slightly brighter tone than the body; 
fringes greyer at extremities. Underside buff, suffused with sepia, darker at apex, 
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of a purer buff at base and on dorsum; veins in the dark area mostly lighter. 
Hindwing pale buff, with an orange tinge; a few dark atoms in the disc; fringes 
whitish at extremities. Underside suffused with brown, especially in the anterior 
half; costal area suffused with sepia. Length of forewing 15 mm. 

Male genitalia: Very much like those of Al. rubripuncta Hampson. Uncus 
hardly concave dorsally, more like that of M. haematosphages Holland. Valva 
with the lower process very short, forming a straight angle with median process, 
like in M. rubriptincta. Aedoeagus as in Al. haematosphages . 

Holotype, male: Nekuru, Kenya, 3.X.1942 (bred by A. Townsend). 

Smaller than the smallest Al. rubripuncta, and duller coloured, without the 
pink tinges of the latter. 

Metarctia (Metarhodia) jordani spec. nov. (textfig. 4; pi. 5, fig. 35) 

Male: Head, thorax, pectus and legs sepia-brown; antennae pinkish buff; tips 
of tegulae paler; methathorax with some grenadine red hair; tarsi suffused with 
geranium pink (plate I of Ridgway), and with a median dorsal band of grenadine 
red hair, except on the three last segments which are slightly darker. Forewing 
Vandyck brown; base of dorsum cinnamon buff (plate XXIX of Ridgway); a 
subcostal line of grenadine red from near base to near apex; markings, rather 
obsolete, geranium pink tinged with grenadine red, viz., a spot in cell, two small 
spots in basal half of wing, one above and one below vein 2, a larger spot on 
DC, and two indistinct spots, one above and one below DC; fringes sepia, tipped 
with greyish. Hindwing pinkish buff; veins and anal third of wing tinged with 
cinnamon buff, with a faint geranium pink suffusion; fringes grey brown. Under¬ 
side of wings pinkish buff; forewing much sprinkled with Vandyck brown, except 
on dorsal area, to cell and to vein 3; a pale spot in cell and on DC; hindwing 
suffused with Vandyck brown on costa and sprinkled with that colour on apical 
area. Fringes of both wings grey brown. Length of forewing 12 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus relatively short and broad, like in most species of 
Aletarctia, with a median keel and with a rounded extremity. Upper process of 
valva the shortest; lower process narrow, about two thirds of the median process 
in length. Aedoeagus not longer than the valva; vesica with several rows of 
minute cornuti. 

Holotype and paratype, males: Mt. Moco, Luimbale, 1800—1900 m, 18.IIL 
1934, Angola (K. Jordan). 

This is the smallest and the handsomest species of the group. It is quite 
distinctive, being much more marked with pink than the related species. I am 
pleased to name it in honour of Dr. Karl Jordan. 

Metarctia (Thyretarctia) didyma spec. nov. (textfig. 5; pi. 5, fig. 36) 

Under the name Metarctia hae?J 2 atica Holland there are confused two species. 
The larger and brighter form is the true M. haematic a (terra typica: Ogowe River, 
West Africa). A smaller and duller form is also genitalically distinct, and this I 
describe below under the name of Al. didyma sp. nov. 

Male: Head cinnamon rufous; lower part of frons and palpi suffused with 
cinnamon brown; antennae whitish. Body ochreous tawny; patagia and tegulae 
tinged with cinnamon rufous; legs ochreous tawny. Wings of that colour; on 
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forewing, base of costal area and that of dorsum suffused with cinnamon rufous; 
remainder slightly sprinkled with brownish. Anal area of hindwing suffused with 
cinnamon rufous. Underside browner; on forewing, a broad costal streak of cin¬ 
namon rufous; costa narrowly brown. Length of forewing 10 mm. 

The amount of the brownish sprinkling is variable; one specimen (Bingerville) 
looks quite brownish all over, except on vertex and at the base of forewing, in the 
dorsal area; there are, however, no genitalic differences. 

Female: General colour much more brick-red, especially intense on basal, costal 
and dorsal areas of forewing, and on anal area of hindwing. Hindwing slightly 
paler, becoming pinkish buff in disc. Antennae white, with short serrations. 
Length of forewing 13 mm. Looks like a small AL haematosphages . 

Male genitalia: Intermediate between those of M. haematica and of Af. schou¬ 
tedeni Kiriakoff. Uncus as in former. Valval processi of equal length, slender 
and pointed. Aedoeagus longer than valva (1,8 mm against 1,0 mm). 

Holotype, male: Kumasi, West Africa (J. D. G. Sanders); allotype, female, 
Degama, Niger (Dr. Ansorge). Other specimens in the British Museum 
(Natural History): males, Bingerville, Cote d’Ivoire, Nov. 1913; same locality, 
1915 (Gaston Melou); Dimbrok, Ivory Coast, 1914 (I. Dyot); Oubanghi 
Chari, Tchad, Bangui. 

Metarctia (Thyretarctia) schoutedeni Kiriakoff, 1953 (pi. 5, fig. 37) 
Metarctia schoutedeni Kiriakoff, 1953, Ann. Mus. R. Congo Beige, s.8°, Sci. Zool., vol. 26, 
p. 39, pi. 3, fig. 31, ph 7, fig. 80. 

Female: Antennae minutely serrate, creamy white. Mesothorax, metathorax and 
abdomen strongly suffused with ferrugineous. Forewing cacao brown, suffused 
with ferrugineous in anterior half of basal area; an area limited by cell, vein 2 
and termen, paler, tinged with Japan rose (plate XXVIII of Ridgway). Hind- 
wings as in male. Length of forewing 15 mm. 

Neallotype, female: Nairobi, May, 1918 (Dr. van Someren). 

Af. schoutedeni is one of the darker members of the subgenus Thyretarctia. It 
is widely distributed in the mountainous parts of Central Africa. I have seen 
specimens from the Kivu (terra typica), from the Ruwenzori, from Ituri and 
from Kenya. 

Metarctia (Thyretarctia) nigriceps Aurivillius, 1904. 

Male: Forewing orange sprinkled with crimson; a dorsal subbasal patch and 
another just behind DC, pure orange, both margined distally with some sepia; a 
sepia DC mark; distal third of wing sprinkled with sepia; fringes grey-brown. 
Hindwing yellowish; base and anal half crimson, former separated from the 
yellowish disc by a sepia bar. 

Mr. Tams kindly dissected and photographed for me the male genitalia of 
Af. nigriceps. These are very near those of AI. schoutedeni. Uncus broader at 
middle, tapering to a point; tegumen broader in the median portion. Costal process 
of valva as long as that of sacculus, blunt. Aedoeagus noticeably longer than 
valva. Saccus distinctly broader than in AL schoutedeni . 

Neallotype, male: Bitje, Cameroons. 

In the British Museum there are two more males and one female from the 
same locality. 
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Metarctia (Hebena) kelleni (Snellen, 1886) (textfig. 6) 

Automolis kelleni Snell., 18S6, Notes Leyd. Mus. vol. 8, p. 1; Tijdschr. v. Ent., vol. 29, 

p. 224, pi. 8, fig. 1 (1886). 

Male genitalia. Rather different from those of the other species of the sub¬ 
genus Hebena, but not enough to warrant a subgeneric distinction. Costal part of 
valva folded, ending in an upcurved lobe, with a median series of stiff setae; 
sacculus outcurved at first third of its length, then incurved and forming a 
slender upcurved process; a lobed fold at base of sacculus, fringed with hair. 
Aedoeagus notably longer than valva, slender, arched. 

The above description was made from a male specimen from Bihe, Angola, ex 
coll. Rothschild, at Tring. It shows that M. kelleni is not an „aberration” of 
M. lateritia (Herrich-Schaffer) but a good species. In AL lateritia the costal lobe 
is downcurved and the aedoeagus is hardly longer than the valva. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) rubra (Walker, 1856) (textfig. 7) 

Anace rubra Walker, 1856, List Lep. Ins. B.M., pt. 7, p. 1720. 

Far from being a mere synonym or a ’’form” of M. lateritia , M. rubra is a 
distinct species, and moreover it belongs to the nominate subgenus, and not to 
Hebena . Mr. Tams kindly dissected and photographed for me the genitalia of 
Walker’s typical specimen, which I have compared with those of a male from 
Durban, Natal (G. F. Leigh), at Tring. They are of a slightly modified rufes- 
cens type. Valva triangular; costa incurved, swollen at base; apex ending in a 
clawlike process, cut obliquely at extremity; sacculus faintly convex, almost 
straight, narrowly folded, with a subbasal swelling covered with stiff hair. 
Aedoeagus slightly longer than valva, slender, weakly arched, funnel-shaped 
proximally; fultura inferior rather narrow, except at both extremities. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) crassa negusi subspec. nov. 

In the British Museum collections there are four males of Metarctia crassa 
Felder, 1868, labelled ’’Abyssinia, 1881” (Raffray, ex coll. Oberthur, and one 
male from Harrar, G. Christensen). While externally quite similar to the 
Natal and Cape Province specimens, the genitalia of these abyssinian males show 
some differences, viz., (1) Uncus covered with long, stiff hair; (2) Valva with 
a much longer, slenderer apical process, slightly upcurved; (3) Aedoeagus slightly 
longer than valva, broadened proximally and with a broad, spoon-shaped process 
at base of the broad portion, absent in typical crassa. 

This northern form may be not conspecific. I consider it provisionally as a 
geographical race of M. crassa. 

Holotype and three paratypes, males, ’’Abyssinia” as above. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) abyssinibia spec. nov. (textfig. 8) 

Metarctia lateritia ab. abyssinibia Strand, 1920, Iris, vol. 34, p. 224. 

This is another so-called ’’form” of Metarctia lateritia that has proved to be 
specifically distinct and even not nearly related. Mr. Tams has kindly dissected 
and photographed for me the genitalia of this form, which I have compared with 
those of a male from Addis-Abeba (see below). 

Male genitalia: Very near those of M.major Le Cerf. Costa of valva produced 
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Figs. 1—14. Male genitalia of the Thyretidae, holotypes (except 1, 6 and 7) 1. Rhipidarctia 
(Rhipidarctia) conradti (Oberth.), neallotype; 2. Takwa xenops gen. & spec, nov.; 3. Me- 
cistorhabdia burgessi spec, nov.; 4. Metarctia (Metarhodia) jordani spec, nov.; 5. M. 
(Thyretarctia) didyma spec, nov.; 6. M. ( Hebena) kelleni (Snell.); 7. M. ( Metarct/a) rubra 
(Walk.); 8. M. ( M .) abyssinibia spec, nov.; 9- M. (M.) viorag spec, nov.; 10. M. (M.) 
latipenms spec, nov.; 11. M. (M.) salmonea spec, nov.; 12. M. (M.) fario spec, nov.; 
13. M. ( M .) priscilla spec, nov.; 14. Al. (M.) pamela spec. nov. 
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at base to form a short, broad, squarish process; apical process longer and 
slenderer; sacculus straight, forming a very blunt angle at middle, where it is 
covered with bristly hair. Aedoeagus broader proximally, almost funnel-shaped. 

Strand’s name was given as an ’’aberration”-name to a specimen in the British 
Museum from Abbai Affat, Abyssinia, V—VI.1902 ”Ab. 3” of Hampson, 
Cat . Lep. Phal. B.M ., 1914, Suppl. 1, p. 65). As such it has no status in taxonomy, 
so the species had to be renamed. Strand’s name being quite appropriate, I use 
it here as the specific name for the new species. 

Holotype, male: Abbai Affat, as above. 

Two more males in the British Museum, Addis-Abeba, Abyssinia, 5.VI.1939 
(R. E. Ellison; T. Wikeley). 

Metarctia (Metarctia) morag spec. nov. (textfig. 9; pi. 5, fig. 38) 

Male; Head and thorax mahogany brown; palpi blackish; antennae pale 
brownish orange; ends of tegulae brownish orange; pectus and legs chocolate; 
outer side of latter suffused with brownish orange; abdomen light mahogany 
brown with a russet tinge. Forewing brownish orange, much powdered with 
mahogany brown, at least at base; following markings formed by mahogany sprink¬ 
ling, viz.: a patch along distal half of dorsum and in interspaces II and I (fore¬ 
part), almost reaching tornus; a DC spot; outer area of wing to near termen 
which latter is much less powdered and slightly tinged with brick-red; median 
third of dorsal area, distal half of cell, space between DC spot and outer area, 
and costal area next to latter, also tinged with brick-red; fringes worn, seem to 
be brownish orange spotted with dark. Underside light pinkish buff, much 
sprinkled with mahogany brown, especially on distal half; a large patch of dark 
scales near apex. Hindwing light pinkish buff, sprinkled with ferrugineous, less 
so at base; fringes concolorous. Underside more sprinkled with brown; costal 
area sepia. Length of forewing II mm. 

Male genitalia: With M. morag begins a series of species, including the next 
seven new species, which exhibit male genitalia of the same type, so that the 
differences often are rather slender. Uncus with a slightly concave dorsal profile, 
and with a very weak terminal hook. Valva excised at base, then straight on its 
costal margin; apical process rather broad; sacculus broadly excurved, meeting the 
base of the apical process at an almost straight angle; a short process at middle 
of fold. Aedoeagus longer than valva, curved, funnel-shaped proximally. 

Nearest to M. rujescens Walker. 

Holotype, male, Upper Oso River, N.W. Kivu, 4000 feet, forest with some 
grass, February 1924, wet season (T. A. Barns). 

Metarctia (Metarctia) latipennis spec. nov. (textfig. 10; pi. 5, fig. 39) 

Male: Forewing rather broader distally than in related species. Body brick- 
orange; thorax suffused with chocolate; antennae and legs brown; hairfringes of 
latter pale brown, brick-orange at tips. Forewing uniform brown, slightly sprinkled 
with brick-orange, especially in interspace I; fringes grey-brown. Underside grey- 
brown, suffused with buff in anal area. Hindwing grey-brown, almost hyaline in 
disc; anal area with some pinkish brick-red hair; fringes grey-brown. Underside 
darker grey-brown; anal area as on upperside. Length of forewing 16,5 mm. 

Male genitalia: Valva shaped as in Metarctia hulstaertiana Kiriakoff; costa 
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3 5 W. H. T. Tams phot. 

Figs. 29—40. New Thyretidae, holotypes (except 30, 33 & 37), males. 29- Apisa ( Dufra- 
neellu) grisescens nyasae subspec. nov.; 30. Rhipidarctia (Rbipidarct/a) conradti (Oberth.), 
neallotype; 31. Taku'a xetjops gen. & spec, now; 32. Mecistorhabdia burgessi spec, now; 
33. Rhabdomarctia ivaelbroecki (Debauche); 34. Metarctia (Metarhodid) kenyae spec, nov.; 
35. M. (Af.) jordani spec, nov.; 36. M. (Thyretarctia) didyma spec, nov.; 37. Al. (T.) 
schontedeni Kir., neallotype; 38. Af. (Metarctia) morag spec, nov.; 39. Af. (Af.) latipenvis 
spec, now; 40. Af. (Af.) salmonea spec. nov. 




S. G. Kiriakoff : New Thyretidae 


103 


almost straight in proximal half, then slightly concave, very broadly folded, with 
an oblique row of bristles; apical process short; sacculus straight in proximal 
half, then weakly concave. Aedoeagus a little shorter than valva, almost straight, 
slender, funnel-shaped proximally. 

Nearest to M. haematricha Hampson, but lighter coloured. 

Holotype, male: Dangila, Abyssinia, 10.IX.1928 (R. E. Cheesman). 

Metarctia (Metarctia) capricornis spec. nov. 

Male: Body sepia blackish; antennae yellowish brown. Forewing sepia grey; 
base, costal and dorsal areas blackish sepia. Hindwing whitish; costal area sepia 
grey. 

Male genitalia: Much like those of Metarctia pallida Hampson, but valva more 
outstretched, with narrower distal portion which ends in an upturned hook. 

Looks quite like Metarctia benitensis Holland, but the hindwings are pale. 

Holotype, male: Fazende Congulu, Amboim Dist., 700—800 m, Angola, 7—11. 
IV.1934 (K. Jordan); paratype, male: Quirimba, 75 km E. of Pt. Amboim, 300 
m, Angola, 7 —12.V.1934 (K. Jordan). A male from Maseru, Basutoland, 
1.1.1902 R. Crawshay), in the British Museum, is larger and has the hindwings 
strongly suffused with brown and hardly lighter than the forewings. It cannot be 
distinguished from M. benitensis\ its genitalia are, however, not different from 
those of the holotype M. capricornis. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) salmonea spec. nov. (Jtextfig. 11; pi. 5, fig. 40) 

Male: Head and thorax chocolate grey; frons, antennae and legs paler and 
slightly tinged with ochreous; abdomen salmon orange. Forewing whitish, suf¬ 
fused with salmon orange, paler on disc and in terminal area; base and costal area 
suffused with chocolate grey; a costal line and a DC mark of chocolate grey; 
fringes concolorous. Underside with markings paler. Hindwing whitish, faintly 
suffused with salmon orange. On underside, costal area more strongly suffused 
with that colour. Length of forewing 11,5 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus rather broad, almost oval seen from above. Valva broadly 
convex in basal half, with an excision at middle of the convex portion, then 
concave; apical process moderately long, upcurved; sacculus forming a straight 
angle towards its middle, broadly folded at base. 

Holotype, male: Dondo, Angola, 21.11.1875 (A. v. Homeyer). 

Not unlike Metarctia buna Schaus and Clements, differing in genitalic details 
and in the salmon orange suffusion. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) fario spec. nov. (textfig. 12; pi. 6, fig. 41) 

Male: Head sepia black; frons with some pinkish buff hair; tuft at base of 
antennae and the latter buffy-yellow; palpi Vandyck brown; thorax, patagia and 
tegulae sepia black, with a mahogany tinge; pectus and legs Vandyck brown, 
latter streaked with buffy-yellow; abdomen whitish, suffused with buffy-yellow, 
bases of segments with rounded sepia-brown spots on ventral side. Forewing 
whitish, suffused with buffy-yellow, more strongly on costal third and on termen; 
costa broadly mahogany-brown, emitting a short streak of the same colour covering 
the upper DC branch; veins slightly streaked with mahogany-brown, especially 
the cubital, its branches and vein 4; dorsal area sprinkled with mahogany-brown 
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along vein 1; fringes concolorous. Underside less distinctly marked, only costal 
streak and a weak DC bar visible. Hindwing slightly paler than forewing, 
except on margins; veins tinged with salmon orange. Basal third of costa 
mahogany-brown on underside. Length of forewing 12 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus short, compressed, with a sharply differentiated terminal 
hook and with long pilosity. Valva rather narrow; costa with a short hairy knoblet 
before the slender apical process; sacculus straight, forming a very blunt angle 
after middle; fold broader at base. 

Holotype, male: Katenge, River Katay, Congo Beige, 22.X.1924. 

Not unlike Aletarctia ftrivia Hampson. The dark costal streak very contrasting. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) prlscilla spec. nov. (textfig. 13) 

Male: Very like Metractia inconspicua Holland, only differing in having more 
or less rufous tegulae. 

Male genitalia: Quite different from those of M. ittconspicita. They belong to 
the same type as those of the foregoing species beginning with M. morag. Uncus 
compressed, with a very small terminal hook. Costa strongly sclerotized and 
somewhat swollen at base; apical process long and broad, with upcurved extremity; 
sacculus gently outcurved. Aedoeagus slightly shorter than valva, funnel-shaped 
proximally. 

Holotype, male: Gold Coast, Bibianaha, 70 ml. N.W. of Dimkwa, 700 ft. 
(H. G. F. Spurrell). A second male in the British Museum: N’ Zerekore, French 
Guinea, 1900 ft., 29.V—7.VI.1926 (C. L. Collenette). 

Metarctia (Metarctia) pamela spec. nov. (textfig. 14; pi. 6 ,fig. 42) 

Male: Head and thorax Vandyck-brown; antennal pectinations pinkish buff; 
pectus Sudan brown (pi. 3 of Ridgway) with some pinkish buff hair; legs Sudan 
brown. Abdomen pinkish-buff above, bases of the two last segments tinged with 
ashy grey; venter Sudan brown. Forewing Sudan brown; dorsum with a pinkish 
buff patch at base; a broad costal streak of Vandyck-brown, occupying cell and 
extending distally to vein 7; a dorsal streak of the same colour, from base to 
near tornus; an indistinct terminal line, also Vandyck-brown; fringes concolorous, 
bases tinged with pinkish buff, ends creamy-white. Underside Sudan brown; basal 
subcostal streak, posterior half of cell and dorsal area to tornus, creamy. Hind¬ 
wing creamy-white; costa tinged with Sudan brown, more broadly on underside. 
Length of forewing 11,5 mm. 

Male genitalia: Similar to those of Metarctia uniformis Bethune-Baker and AL 
haematricha Hampson. Uncus compressed. Valva short, with a relatively large 
apical process; costa broadly folded, with a row of stiff hairs on fold; apical 
process upcurved; sacculus faintly convex at hase, then broadly concave; fold 
moderate, hairy. Aedoeagus notably shorter than valva (1,1 mm against 1,6 mm); 
fultura inferior short and broad. 

Holotype: male, Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft., IV—V.1912, wet season 
(G. L. Bates). 

Externally, not unlike Aletarctia pallida Hampson, especially the dark phase; 
the body, however, distinctively coloured. 
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Metarctia (Metarctia) subrosea spec. nov. (textfig. 15; pi. 7, fig. 52) 

Male: Head dirty light ochreous salmon (pi. 15 of Ridgway); sides of frons 
and palpi sepia; antennae light ochreous salmon; thorax Dresden brown (pi. 15 
of Ridgway); patagia, shoulders and bases of tegulae tinged with light ochreous 
salmon; pectus and legs of the last colour; fore coxae and inner side of foretibiae 
tinged with Dresden brown; abdomen light ochreous salmon. Forewing cream- 
coloured, tinged on costa and on dorsum with light ochreous salmon; apical area 
sprinkled with Dresden brown; fringes light ochreous salmon, creamy at ex¬ 
tremities. Underside cream-coloured, with a Vandyck brown costal and a light 
ochreous salmon subcostal streak; area beyond cell to apex, and along terminal 
band to tornus, sprinkled with Dresden brown. Hindwing cream-coloured; costal 
area light ochreous salmon on underside. Length of forewing 12,5 mm. 

Male genitalia: Nearest those of Metarctia pallida Hampson. They differ from 
those of all the related species in a very robust aedoeagus, which is almost straight 
and greatly thickened proximally, and fully twice as long as valva; and in having 
a very short, almost rudimentary, pointed saccus. 

Holotype: male, Njoro, British East Africa, 1906 (A. J. Cholmley). 

Related to Metarctia pallens Bethune-Baker and M. neaera Fowcett, but with 
a distinct pinkish tinge. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) carmel spec. nov. (textfig. 16; pi. 6, fig. 43) 

Male: Head, antennae, shoulders and patagia ochraceous tawny; sides of frons 
and palpi Vandyck brown; thorax ochreous chocolate grey; bases of tegulae suf¬ 
fused with ochraceous tawny; pectus and legs of the latter colour; tibiae and 
tarsi tinged with chocolate grey; abdomen salmon orange, tinged with cadmium 
yellow. Forewing salmon orange, tinged with hazel, especially at base and on 
proximal half of dorsal and costal areas; interspaces I to III more thinly scaled; 
fringes concolorous. Underside brighter coloured than upperside, especially on 
margins; costal area strongly suffused with ochraceous tawny. Hindwing salmon 
orange; anal area, fringes and underside brighter; costal area tinged on underside 
with ochraceous tawny. Length of forewing 12 mm. 

Male genitalia: With Metarctia carmel begins a group of species characterized 
by a relatively long and slender apical process of the valva. In our species the 
latter is rather narrow, with its margins almost parallel; costa faintly convex; 
fold moderate, with bristly hair; apical process as long as one third of valva, 
slender, upcurved; sacculus almost straight; fold only broad and hairy beyond 
middle. Aedoeagus longer than valva (1,35 mm against 1,05 mm), funnel-shaped 
proximally. 

Holotype, male: Kambatta, S.W. Abyssinia, 30.IV. 1925 (O. Neumann). 

The five species described next belong to the same group. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) flora spec. nov. (textfig. 17; pi. 6, fig. 44) 

Male: Body burnt umber; palpi tinged with sepia; shaft of antennae ochreous 
chocolate-grey; extremities of patagia and a few hairs at base of tegulae cornelian 
red (plate 1 of Ridgway); abdomen ochreous chocolate-grey, mixed with Vandyck 
brown dorsally; anal tuft tinged with geranium pink. Forewing burnt umber, 
slightly sprinkled with ochreous chocolate-grey, darker in cell and beyond 
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between veins 4 to 8; indistinct markings of cornelian red below base of cell, 
below that of vein 2, before cell-end, and beyond DC, the latter mark being the 
largest and slightly expanding toward costa; fringes concolorous, with a pale basal 
line and hazel-coloured extremities. Underside Vandyck brown, paler on dorsum; 
fringes tinged with geranium pink. Hindwing ochreous chocolate-grey, paler at 
base, darker on termen; fringes concolorous, tipped with geranium pink, broader 
toward tornus where the dark colour disappears. Underside Vandyck brown, paler 
beyond cell and in anal area. Length of forewing 15 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus very narrow, keeled, with a sharp terminal hook. Valva 
almost as in Metarctia inconspicua Holland; costa very narrowly folded, with a 
small hairy knob at extremity of fold; apical process slender, upeurved; sacculus 
faintly convex, forming a blunt angle where it meets the apical process; fold 
narrow basally, then much broader, swollen and hairy. Aedoeagus as long as valva, 
slightly broadened proximally; fultura inferior rather narrow; plates of fultura 
superior well developed, with a few setae. Saccus relatively very broad. 

Holotype, male: Rugege Forest, Ruanda dist., Lake Kivu, 7000 ft., December. 
1921 (T. A. Barns). 

Metarctia (Metarctia) katriona spec. nov. (textfig. 18; pi. 6, fig. 45) 

Male: Head and thorax sepia; last palpal joint and antennae cinnamon; tegulae 
paler at extremities; abdomen cinnamon, with a median band of mahogany- 
brown hair; lateral segmental tufts and anal region ferrugineous; pectus and 
legs Mars brown; tarsi cinnamon. Forewing sepia; cell blackish toward extremity; 
markings cinamon-red, viz., a rather obsolete basal triangle between cell and 
dorsum; an oval spot below base of vein 2; a diffuse spot beyond DC, slightly 
expanding toward base of interval iii and toward costa; fringes blackish, tipped 
with ferrugineous. Underside Vandyck brown, veins streaked with light ochreous 
yellow in terminal area. Hindwing pale cinnamon, sprinkled with chocolate- 
brown, except at base and in anal area; fringes and underside as in forewing. 
Length of forewing 15 mm. 

Male genitalia: Very similar to those of M. flora. Uncus with a low keel. Costal 
knoblet of valva absent. Saccus almost as broad as in Af. flora. 

Holotype, male: Rugege Forest, Ruanda dist., Lake Kivu, 7000 ft., December, 
1921 (T. A. Barns). 

Nearest to Metarctia bnrungae Debauche and Af. morag sp. nov.; general 
coloration more ferrugineous; genitalia distinctive. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) rhodites spec. nov. (textfig. 19; pi. 6, fig. 46) 

Male: Head reddish brown; palpi suffused with orange on outer side; shaft 
of antennae pure red; pectinations blackish; tip of antennae orange; thorax and 
abdomen brownish orange; patagia and bases of tegulae suffused with red; legs, 
especially tarsi, tinged with orange red. Forewing bright orange, finely sprinkled 
with sepia; base, costal streak and dorsum suffused with pinkish red; some yel¬ 
lowish hair at base of dorsum; markings formed by dark sprinkling, as follows: a 
spot in interspace i, halfway between base of wing and that of vein 2; a DC 
mark, sending out a tooth into cell, and incurved distally; a few very obsolete spots 
in distal part of wing, and a terminal series of dark dots; fringes brownish pink, 
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brighter at tips. Underside without dark powdering, except in apical area and on 
costa, and much pinker, especially at base and in dorsal area. Hindwing pale yel¬ 
lowish, suffused with pink, except at base; a few blackish atoms at extremites of 
veins 4 and 5; fringes as in forewing. Underside more powdered with dark, 
especially in costal third; a blackish costal streak. Length of forewing 13 mm. 

Male genitalia: Near those of M. virgata Joicey & Talbot and M. pulverea 
Hampson. Apical process of valva shorter and broader. Aedoeagus much longer 
than valva (1,5 mm against 0,9 mm), but relatively shorter than in M. pulverea. 

Holotype, male: Rugege Forest, Ruanda dist., Lake Kivu, 8000 ft., December, 

1921 (T. A. Barns); paratypes, males: Virunga Mts., Lake Kivu, 10.000 ft., 
October, 1921 (T. A. Barns); Karissimbi Volcano, Kivu, Congo Beige, 3000 m, 
October, 1919 (T. A. Barns). 

Related to M. fletcher? Kiriakoff, but very brightly coloured. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) helga spec. nov. (textfig. 20; pi. 6, fig. 47) 

Male: Body orange with a brick-red tinge; frons with some sepia hair; palpi 
and antennae dark brown; sides of patagia and dorsum of thorax, except meta¬ 
thorax, sepia; legs brown; fore femora orange with a brick-red tinge; outer hair- 
fringes of tibiae of that colour; ventrum spotted laterally with sepia. Forewing 
sepia, paler on disc and toward termen; fringes pale brown. Underside with pale 
buff hairs at base and in cell; fringes pale russet brown. Hindwing paler brown; 
base whitish suffused with orange; anal margin with orange pilosity; fringes 
pale brown. Underside on the whole slightly darker; costal streak sepia. Length 
of forewing 12 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus large, narrow, compressed; keel high and with minute 
serrations on ridge; terminal hook very small. Valva shaped as in M. carmel sp. 
nov., but apical process slightly shorter; folds both of costa and of sacculus nar¬ 
row. Aedoeagus slightly shorter than valva, faintly curved, forming an 
indistinct S. 

Holotype, male: Tanganyika Territory, Kigoma dist., Buswazi, Kasulu, 18.XI. 

1922 (C. H. B. Grant). 

Looks not unlike a small M. haematncha Hampson, but male genitalia, of 
course, are quite distinct. 

Metarctia (Metarctia) maria spec. nov. (textfig. 21; pi. 7, fig. 53) 

Male: Head and thorax very dark liver brown (pi. 14 of Ridgway); antennae 
and pectus light ochreous salmon; legs streaked above with liver brown; fore 
femora, tibae and tarsi tinged with that colour on inner side; abdomen light 
ochreous salmon, with some dark hairs dorsally. Forewing dark liver brown; 
basal spot light ochreous salmon; costal and dorsal areas suffused with 
blackish; terminal half of wing strongly suffused with light ochreous salmon; 
fringes of that colour, with paler tips. Underside light ochreous salmon; terminal 
half slightly sprinkled with dark; a brown costal streak. Hindwing light ochreous 
salmon; costal streak tinged with liver brown; a few dark atoms in apical area. 
Underside with a dark brown costal streak. Length of forewing 12 mm. 

Male genitalia: Similar to those of M. carmel sp. nov. Apical process of valva 
long, slender and slightly upcurved; fold of sacculus broad and slightly swollen 
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Figs. 15—28. Male genitalia of the Thyretidae, holotypes (except 26). 15. A ietarctia 

( Metarciia ) subrosea spec, nov.; 16. Al. (Al.) carmel spec, nov.; 17. Al. (Al.) flora spec, 
nov.; 18. M. (Af.) katriona spec, nov.; 19- Al. (Al.) rhodites spec, nov.; 20. Al. (Al.) 
helga spec, nov.: 21. Al. (Al.) maria spec, nov.; 22. Al. ( Oenarctia) moira spec, nov.; 
23- Al. ( Collocaliodes) jansei spec, nov.; 24. M. ( C .) collocalia subgen. & spec, nov.; 
25. M. (C.) margaretha spec, nov.; 26. Balaeva ( Balacra ) simplex Auriv., neallotype; 
27. B. ( Compsochromia) dtaphana spec, nov.; 28. Berger/a fletcheri spec. nov. 
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Plaat 6 


41 



W. H. T. Tams phot 

Figs. 4i— 5 i. New Thyretidae, holotypes, males. 41. Metarctia ( Metarctia ) fario spec, nov.; 
42. M. (jYl.) pamela spec, nov.; 43. M. (M.) carmel spec, nov.; 44. M. (M.) flora spec, 
nov., paratype; 45. M. (M.) katrtoua spec, nov.; 46. M. (M.) rbodites spec, nov.; 47. M. 
(7U.) belga spec, nov.; 48. M. (M.) tnoira spec, nov.; 49. M. (Collocaliodes) collocalia 
collocalia subgen., spec. & subspec. nov.; 50. M. (C.) collocalia montium subsp. nov.; 

51. M. (C.) jansei spec. nov. 
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at base. Aedoeagus a little shorter than valva, straight, broadened proximally. 
Saccus with a blunt tip. 

Holotype: Male, Boukouni near Macenta, French Guinea, 1750 ft., 11.V.1926 
(C. L. COLLENETTE). 

Very similar to M. benitensh Holland, but with abdomen and hindwing rather 
bright ochreous salmon. 

Metarctia (Oenarctia) moira spec. nov. (textfig. 22; pi. 6, fig. 48) 

Male: Head Congo pink (pi. 28 of Ridgway); vertex, palpi and antennae 
Vandyck brown; patagia of that colour, with a Congo pink spot on middle of 
their distal margin, and their underside also Congo pink; thorax Vandyck brown, 
with shoulders and a median line Congo pink; pectus pale brown; legs Vandyck 
brown, inside of femora tinged with Congo pink; abdomen dull Congo pink 
above; base of anal tuft and venter Vandyck brown. Forewing of the latter 
colour; a paler spot at base of dorsum suffused with creamy; a paler area between 
vein 6, the distal part of cell and vein 2, not quite reaching termen; fringes 
creamy. Underside creamy, suffused with Vandyck brown; costal and terminal 
lines pinkish buff. Hindwing creamy; anal area suffused with Vandyck brown; 
a costal line of that colour. Length of forewing 13 mm. 

Male genitalia: Uncus large, narrow, compressed, with a moderately high keel. 
Valva shaped about as in M, flora sp. nov., but costal knoblet replaced by a 
small ridge; apical process slenderer. Aedoeagus hardly shorter than valva. Saccus 
narrow. 

Holotype, male: Tembura, Sudan, ex coll. Oberthur. 

Much smaller and duller than M. erlangeri Rothschild. I place it in the sub¬ 
genus Oenarctia because of the costal ridge of the valva. 

Metarctia (Collocaliodes) jansei spec. nov. (textfig. 23; pb 6, fig. 51) 

Male: Head, bases of patagia and shoulders Congo pink; palpi sepia; first 
joint of antennae Congo pink, remainder Mars brown; thorax Mars brown; a 
median spot and centers of tegulae mixed with Congo pink; pectus ochreous 
tawny; legs tinged with Mars brown above and on inner side. Forewing ochreous 
tawny, very densely sprinkled with Mars brown; veins in terminal half and 
terminal area less sprinkled; an obsolete black DC spot or bar; fringes cinnamon 
buff. Underside much paler; terminal area and fringes ochreous tawny; basal half 
of costa Mars brown. Hindwing ochreous tawny, finely sprinkled with Mars 
brown; base and fringes cinnamon buff. Costal area suffused with Congo pink on 
underside. Length of forewing 16 mm. 

Male genitalia: Terminal hook of uncus rather ill-differentiated. Costa of 
valva forming in basal half a kind of strongly sclerotized pouch, limited 
distally by a hairy fold; terminal process broad, rounded; sacculus with a broad 
hairy fold at middle. Aedoeagus longer than valva. 

Holotype, male: Natal, ”74/90’' (genitalic slide B.M. 1953/460); paratype, 
male; ib., ”74/20” (genitalic slide B.M. 1953/506). Other specimens in the 
British Museum which I place in this species: males, Natal, ”58/3”; Umtata, 
Pondoland (E. H. Druce); Gimson, N. Rhodesia, 1908; Kitale, Kenya, 25.III. 
1927 (G. W. Jeffery). 
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Metarctia jansei, which I am pleased to name in honour of A. J. T. Janse, is 
one of the species generally confused with AI. rufescens Walker; the male geni¬ 
talia are, however, of quite different type. 

Almost as variable as the true Af. rufescens . Size on an average slightly larger, 
and the dark DC mark sometimes obsolete, less well developed or at least less 
conspicuous. Abdomen mostly rufous, or at least the segments tipped with 
rufous. Head and thorax generally dark, sometimes head and parts of patagia suf¬ 
fused or stained with rufous. No specimens examined had bright rufous head and 
patagia. Hindwing sometimes suffused with brownish, sometimes pinky white. 

Seems to be confined to the eastern and southern parts of Africa. 

Metarctia (Collocaliodes) collocalia spec. nov. (textfig. 24) 

This is the second species confused with Al. rufescens Walker. I selected it to 
serve as the typical species of the subgenus Collocaliodes Kiriakoff (new name 
for Metarctia s.str. in Kiriakoff, 1953, Ann. Mus. R. Congo Beige , ser. 8°, Sci. 
Zool., vol. 26, p. 52, of which M. rufescens Walker is the type). 

It is much larger than M. jansei and has the greater part of the body orange 
red, with a dark thorax. 

Two geographical races may be recognized. The southern (nominate) race 
is darker, even the hind wings being suffused with dark; the northern race is 
lighter, with flesh-coloured hindwings. The specimens I have examined can 
always be told from M. jansei by their larger size and brighter colours. 

Metarctia (Collocaliodes) collocalia collocalia subspec. nov. (pi. 6, fig. 49) 

Male: Head, bases of patagia and of tegulae, and shoulders light coral pink 
(pi. 13 of Ridgway); palpi blackish sepia; antennae blackish with the last joints 
creamy; thorax walnut brown (pi. 28 of Ridgway), tinged with sepia, and with 
a few light coral red hairs; pectus pale flesh colour; tibiae and tarsi blackish; 
abdomen light coral red above; bases of last segments blickish; venter blackish, 
with dull coral red margins, broadening laterally. Forewing Mars brown; base of 
dorsum flesh coloured; fringes paler at tips, suffused towards apex with light 
coral red. Underside pale flesh coloured, suffused with Mars brown, except at 
base and dorsaliy; a coral red suffusion in cell; a costal streak of Mars brown. 
Hindwing pale flesh colour at base, then strongly suffused with Mars brown, 
especially on termen; veins darker; anal margin with red hairs; fringes pale flesh 
colour, tinged with Mars brown. Underside not different. Length of forewing 
17 mm. 

Holotype, male: Vumba, S. Rhodesia, 7.XI.1936 (J. E. Drysdale) and two 
male paratypes ibid. Another male, Limbe, Nyasaland, October and November, 
1925 (H Barlow) belongs here. 

Metarctia (Collocaliodes) collocalia montium subspec. nov. (pi. 6, fig. 50) 

Male: Head cornelian red (pi. 14 of Ridgway); vertex and lower part of 
frons suffused with Mars brown; palpi and antennae Mars brown, with the 
extremity of antennal shaft pinkish buff; patagia cornelian red, suffused with 
Mars brown; shoulders and bases of tegulae cornelian red; remainder of tegulae 
and thorax Mars brown suffused with brick-red; metathorax with some cornelian 




